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Calendar Reminders!                                             

Mon., Feb. 15th -  SAM 206  Monthly Meeting      

Saturday Feb. 20th -                          Jones Clinic  

Wednesday March 17th -                Field Lecture

If so, you might just be passionate about 

magic.  And if you are passionate about 

magic then you desire the best, the best from 

every performance, your very best.  You can 

always tell when someone is passionate 

about their magic because they enjoy seeing 

their audience enjoy the same thing, the 

passion of well done magic.  Continue to 

nurture your passion in magic and share that 

passion with the best magic club in all of 

Texas, SAM Assembly 206.

Wow and wow again!  January’s meeting 

was a smashing success and a great start 

to a new year.  A special thanks goes to 

Kent Cummins for arranging to have Mark 

and Nani Wilson be our very special guests 

last month.

February is here and this is the “Love” 

month with Valentine’s Day just around the 

corner.  A day to tell someone very special 

how you feel, especially if you are 

passionate about that certain someone.  

And rightly so, if you care that much about 

them you should let it be known.

 What else are you passionate about?  Is 

Magic one of your passions?  Do you 

anxiously wait for the arrival of the latest 

magic magazine (MUM being one of 

those)?  Do you yearn to perfect a new 

card sleight or create a different method for 

vanishing a coin?  Do you wake up in the 

middle of the night with a new idea for an 

old routine?
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President's Message (Continued from p. 1)

February Meeting: Impromptu - Prepared

Upcoming Clinic: Ken Jones
Dear Colleagues in Hocus Pocus: 

Saturday,  Feb. 20, 2010 - 10 am to 1pm

Texas Magic Supply, Cedar Park  

Sign up now, call Roger, (254) 289-4305

All seats reserved.  Your friend in magic,

Roger Gorss  

One last item, a special thanks to Michael 

Gardner for stepping up when a need 

arose and volunteering to be SAM 

Assembly 206’s (and TAOM 2010) new 

webmaster.  Now there is another new 

need, Sue Caldwell has done a fantastic 

(and thankless) job as the Assembly’s 

secretary but issues have arisen which 

prevent her from continuing in this role.  

So, who will take pen in hand and continue 

to tell the rest of the world that Assembly 

206 is the best in the land?

We are continuing a strong year of clinics 

for 2010 and the award winning magicians 

volunteering their time to make each of us 

just a little better should not be missed.

This month’s clinic facilitator, Major Ken 

Jones, is an active duty Army Officer.  Ken 

teaches the use of magic to enhance 

education and public speaking.  Ken is a 

TAOM Close Up Award Winner, holds 

Bachelor Degrees in both Psychology and 

Mass Communications.  Ken's ideas on 

routine-ing magic into your public speaking 

opportunities will help you connect with 

your audience using the magic that you all 

know and love.

You will not be on your own; Assembly 

206’s board is a team, which supports each 

other in so many ways (I should know).  

Please consider becoming a vital part of 

Assembly 206 and serving as the new 

secretary.  Thanks.   - Carl Seagren

Everyone of us has had this happen at one time 

or another: “So you’re a magician, neat, do a 

trick for me.”  And there you are without your 

linking rings, no cups & balls, your Raven is 

not secured, you don’t even have a deck of 

cards (and no close-up pad to boot).  As 

magicians, people expect us to be ready to 

perform (pardon the pun) at the drop of a hat.  

And as magicians we should be!  If we want to 

continue to develop our art

to a higher level than just a bunch of tricks that 

fool people, we need to be prepared for 

impromptu opportunities.  February’s meeting 

is just that, magic you can do with items you 

find at your fingertips, on a table in a restaurant 

or even with your iPhone.  If you have a 

favorite item, bring it for show-and-tell 

afterwards and come ready to learn some new 

effects with everyday objects.  That’s 

Impromptu magic that you’re Prepared for.
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Assembly 206 January Meeting Report:                  Sue Caldwell
(Photographs by Danna Luther)

Guest Lecturer The Real Mark Wilson

Doc

Seaton

(left)

Mark

Wilson

(rt)

the Kent Cummins Magic Camp, and that 

Aaron Parker-Fasel is now the Executive 

Director.

Kent then introduced the guest lecturers. 

He explained that we have a club member 

named Mark Wilson, and had obtained his 

permission to call tonight’s guest The Real 

Mark Wilson. Kent said Mark Wilson was 

the single most influential person in magic 

in the 20th century. His book, Mark 

Wilson’s Complete Book of Magic, is the 

standard for anyone trying to learn magic. 

People asked Kent how we were able to 

get such a famous person to come here 

just for our meeting. He said it was simple: 

he just asked him!

Mark said this would be a different type of 

lecture for him. He thanked Carl and Kent 

for the hospitality shown to him and to his 

wife and assistant, Nani Darnell. He 

presented a DVD showing excerpts of their 

appearances on TV: The Magic Land of 

Allakazam (1960-65), the first magic show 

on TV; Magic Circus, a series of 6 

2nd VP Ron Cartlidge said it is a critical 

time for membership: 16 members were 

due to renew in December or January. He 

reminded all that one must be a member of 

S.A.M. national to be a local member. He 

presented a 10-year-membership 

certificate to Mike Gold, and new member 

certificates to Richard Turner and to 

Sharron Cartlidge. He said that Ian 

Varella had renewed, and we had two new 

members (sponsored by Bob Carroll): Joel 

Bergh and Robin Julien. [Ed. note: 

Heather later said Sean Granger and Lee 

Page also joined.]

Kent Cummins announced that he has 

officially stepped down as head of 

Our January 18 meeting was a full house 

for the members-only appearance of Mark 

Wilson and Nani Darnell. 1st VP Doc 

Seaton opened the meeting and called for 

announcements:

Past President Hull Youngblood explained 

that he had virtually passed the wand of 

Presidency to Carl Seagren at the 

Christmas party, but since neither had 

been able to attend, Hull would now hand 

over the office. Hull presented two awards: 

Member of the Year to Tammy Dietz, who 

helped make the stage contest a great 

success and put together the Christmas 

banquet; and Officer of the Year to Heather 

Poggi-Mannis, treasurer both for the club 

and for TAOM 2010.
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Assembly 206 January Meeting Report: (Continued from p. 3)

Mark

Wilson

and Nani

Continued on p. 11

Mark said that a young man (or girl, 

interjected Nani) who is interested in magic 

is more intelligent. He said people’s color 

and language don’t matter – people 

recognize magic when you do it. “Magic 

makes you a special person.” Mark said 

that people always remember him because 

he does magic. He always carries with him 

the color-changing knife trick [which he 

demonstrates], which has gotten him 

seating at restaurants without having a 

reservation.

He said they had done more illusions than 

anybody else. For example, there 

were 99 Allakazam episodes, and there 

was a new illusion in each. An illusion need 

not be expensive to be good. He showed 

the Victory Cartons effect as one example 

of a very inexpensive illusion.

Mark said the first premium given from a 

magic show was a magic book given for 12 

Dr Pepper bottle caps; they received 

300,000 caps in Fort Worth alone!

Mark then demonstrated and taught 

several tricks that use materials at hand in 

a bar: the torn-and-restored paper napkin, 

and a transfer move with two corks. He 

suggested that one of the best ways to get 

an audience involved in a magic 

performance is to teach such simple tricks 

to them. He taught another trick: holding a 

length of rope by the ends, and tying a knot 

in the middle without appearing to let go of 

either end.

The world’s best card trick, he said, is Out 

of this World by Paul Curry; he 

demonstrated and taught it, but explained 

that it is not in his book. He said it is so 

specials on early TV; and Magic of Mark 

Wilson syndicated series. They also 

appeared on many talk and variety shows. 

He designed effects for many shows, 

including Columbo and Bill Bixby’s The 

Magician series. He showed how they 

could tailor a magic show to showcase a 

sponsor for an ad campaign, and included 

cutting Nani in half for a Kawasaki 

production.

Mark said magic is international and 

universal. It is universal in entertaining all 

ages, from preschool to the elderly. To 

illustrate its international appeal, he 

showed scenes from their trip to China in 

1980, when they were the first Western 

entertainers in 32 years. Mark cracked that, 

thanks to Mao, he was the only person in a 

country of a billion people who had a 

zigzag, which he used on Nani. People 

everywhere they went loved the show.
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Member Spotlight:  Greg Johnston

Greg Johnston

Greg and

daughter Joy

After graduation, he joined Trammell Crow 

Company in Houston as a Commercial 

Property Manager, which was really more 

like crisis management. In the first 4 

months, the properties he ‘managed’ had a 

murder, attempted suicide, hostage 

situation involving 8 professional thieves 

trying to steal $20M worth of medicinal 

cocaine, drug busts, and armed 

repossessions of commercial tenant 

spaces ~2x/month.

 George of the Jungle arrives in Big City! It 

was crazy.  Now, if Greg had been a 

member of the magic club at this time, he 

could have called on Rrrrrranger Bob.

After being threatened by a group of 

professional strike breakers (another 

tenant), he’d had enough of the big city. 

Greg moved to Austin (good move!) in ’84 

and joined Coldwell Banker Commercial 

Real Estate, where he met his future wife 

Kathy. They’ve been married since June 

’80 and have a fantastic and beautiful 

daughter, Joy, age 17. 

Greg was born in Huntsville, AL. His Dad 

was a “rocket scientist” at Redstone 

Arsenal (ed., sounds like Richard Garriott), 

which was part of Marshall Space Flight 

Center. His Dad worked on the Saturn V 

rocket during the Apollo missions. His Mom 

was a High School Home Economics 

teacher. Both are huge positive influences 

and major blessings in his life. He is an 

Eagle Scout and attended Ole Miss (BBA, 

Banking & Finance). His Boy Scout Troop 

just celebrated their 700th Consecutive 

Monthly Campout in Tupelo, MS, and Greg 

attended…with his father who helped start 

the tradition 58 years ago.

During high school, he also participated in 

the Guinness World Book of Records 

Under Water Monopoly Game; his team 

played 200 hours under water, shattering 

the old record of 144 hours! He got the 

certificate, and then Guinness decided the 

event was apparently just too ridiculous, 

and removed it from the record book! 

Hmmmmfff!
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Member Spotlight:  Greg Johnston (Continued from p.5)

Welcome New Members: by:  Ron Cartlidge

Mrs. Lee Page

6202 Burk Burnett Ct.

Austin, TX. 78749

512-288-7286

leempage@yahoo.com

Robin Julien

3913 Coopers Hawk Cove

Austin, TX. 78738

512-680-2904

Joel Bergh rtads@earthlink.net

2202 Jesse Owens Drive

Austin, TX. 78748

523-373-8436

joelbergh@yahoo.com Continued on page 8

Bet you didn't know this, Greg has guest-

lectured 14 times at the University of 

Texas on commercial office leasing and 

negotiations. His activities include:  

Board Member of the YMBL Foundation 

and Legacy Broadcasting family radio, 

the Real Estate Council of Austin, the CE-

Bar Volunteer Fire Dept. (Rookie & 

Fireman of the Year), Boy Scouts of 

America, Hill Country Bible Church SW, the 

Young Men's Business League, and he 

recently chaired/co-chaired the Austin 

Sunshine Camps' 75th-80th Anniversary 

celebrations.

Greg’s interest in magic solidified with 

David Luther inviting him and Kathy to a 

very nice dinner with two of Austin’s most 

famous magicians; one was an Austin Icon 

named Kent Cummins, and the other was a 

mellow fellow named Michael Amar.  Greg 

sat next to Michael, and after

watching a rubber band trick, a coin 

levitation trick, and then folding one of my 

own dollar bills and turning it inside out, 

GREG WAS HOOKED, LINED and SUNK. 

He’s carried that very special dollar bill 

every day since. Greg wants to thank 

everyone in Assembly 206 for all the good 

times, fellowship and laughter. Best to all!  I 

would also imagine that Greg and Michael 

will hook up again (no pun intended) when 

Michael visits our assembly later this year.

Back in November, the assembly directory 

was printed.  Following that a correction list 

was mailed out on any changes in the 

directory and we had a couple of new 

members before the first of the year that 

were added.  Now we have several new 

members who need to be added to your 

directory.  We welcome these new 

magicians to our assembly:
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Among Our Members: by:  Ron Cartlidge

and was in 

Mississippi 

at the time 

of the call.  

He has been 

doing a 

small festival 

in Miami 

with his two 

friends that 

performed at 

our Christ- 

mas banquet.

ROGER GORSS is doing a nice job with 

the Ring 60 workshops and his last 

workshop featured our own DOUG 

GORMAN, who was excellent!  If you are 

missing out on these monthly 

TIM DIETZ was spotted in attendance at 

the University of Texas and Oklahoma 

State women's basketball game a couple 

of weeks ago.  Tim reported that it was 

only his second opportunity to see a "live" 

basketball game.

RAY BROWN is presenting his farewell 

show to magic on February 19 & 20 in 

New Braunfels.  Ray is getting ready to 

leave us to attend college in Florida.  He 

has always been interested in the film 

industry and plans to major in that aspect 

in college.  Why not?  Other notable 

magicians who have wound up in that end 

of the entertainment business are Orsen 

Wells, Steve Martin, Carl Ballentine (who 

recently passed away), John Calvert, and 

now Ray Brown.

DOC SEATON, we hear, is taking scuba 

diving lessons.

HULL YOUNGBLOOD will be hosting the 

Texas Magic Collectors' Night on April 

16th at his office in downtown Austin, and 

get this, he will be one on the principal 

lecturers that evening.  To find out what 

he will be discussing, you will have to 

tune in to the Austin Magic Auction web 

site.

Saturday morning events, you really don't 

know how good this learning experience 

can be.  There was a full house for this 

one, held at CY ALBERTSON'S and 

DIANE KLINETOB'S Texas Magic 

Supply.

HEATHER MANNIS was named "Officer 

of the Year" for the assembly by Hull 

Youngblood at the last assembly meeting. 

 Heather does many things for our club 

and is best known as the one who 

handles the money!

For those of you that have been missing 

some of our members lately, I just 

received a call from ARSENE DUPIN who 

is driving back from Florida this morning 

RANGER BOB (CARROLL) is set for a 

trip to Las Vegas.  He will be attending the 

World Magic Seminar and although we 

have not yet heard anything, we assume 

that RAY ANDERSON will be taking his 

annual trip to the event.
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Among Our Members: (Continued from p. 7)

Ian

Varella

Welcome New Members: (Continued from p. 6)
Peter John "Sean" Granger, Jr.

4510 W. Guadalupe

Apt. C117

Austin, TX. 78751

512-924-9935

peterjgranger@mac.com

Ian Varella (renewal)

2703 Rolling Oak Drive

San Marcos, TX. 78666

512-754-7016

Ian@Comedyvent.com

Members who have contined their 

membership and are already in the 

directory are:  Stan Seaton, Patrick 

O'Shea, and Mike Gardner.

These members are due in January and 

February: Ken Dickensheets (Feb.), Bob 

Galloway (Feb.), Stephanie Gorss (Jan.), 

Lou Hornung (Feb.), Opie Houston (Feb.---

already paid), Greg Johnston (Feb.), Bobby 

Lee Lucas (Feb.), Patrick McKeever (Feb.), 

Paul Mims (Feb.), Patrick O'Shea (Jan.---

just renewed), Doc Seaton (Feb.---just 

renewed), Don White (Feb.), Mark Wilson 

(Feb.), and Gwen Youngblood (Feb.)

As you can see, January and February are 

huge months for us, so please renew your 

membership on time so that you are not 

charged a renewal fee.  That's 14 members 

which is more the ten percent of our total 

membership.

RON CARTLIDGE didn't bring back a win 

from the Rose Bowl BCS game in 

Pasadena, California, but did have dinner 

at the Magic Castle in Hollywood where he 

ran into past national President of the 

S.A.M. Bruce Kalver.  Ron plans to attend 

the Lone Star Magic Auction in Fort Worth 

on February 20th to pick up some pointers 

on how to run a magic auction. He is a vital part of this club and we are 

definitely glad that he has returned.

KENT CUMMINS announced at the last 

assembly meeting that he is giving up all, 

that's ALL, duties with the Magic Camp. 

 We'll see how long that lasts.

It was nice to see IAN VARELLA back at 

an assembly meeting this month.  IAN just 

couldn't stay away (thank goodness) and 

has renewed his membership.
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Mark Wilson Magic University:                                 Carl Seagren
Howdy Folks,
Here is a recent letter from Mark Wilson...
 (via Greg, their son).

Dear Carl Seagren,

C. J.

Johnson

(left)

and Nani

Darnel

I have copied it below.

Best Magical Wishes,
Greg Wilson

818-915-6244

Dear SAM friends,

Perhaps we met at the TAOM a few years 

back, but please let me introduce myself 

again.  I am Greg Wilson, Mark and Nani's 

son.  I picked Mom and Dad up at the 

airport in Los Angeles after their visit with 

you and the club, and  they were so 

impressed by your hospitality!  They were 

ranting and raving about the visit, just 

overflowing with compliments!

So, I guess you all did a very respectable 

job of hosting them, sounds like they were 

a hit for you too.  Dad drafted out this quick 

letter for you and all the members that you 

can forward it to.  Thanks for helping to get 

the word out about our new website.  Each 

new member is a big help.  Let's get the 

word out!

Nani and I certainly enjoyed our visit to 

Austin, Texas and to your SAM Assembly 

last week. Kent Cummins, and Carl and 

Beverly Seagren took excellent care of us 

during our stay.  The conference room 

where you hold your meeting at the Omni 

Hotel is, we think, the finest and most 

practical location we have ever had for 

any of our lectures over the years.  

Its beveled floor and the built-in work area 

before every seat could not be better. All of 

you who attended the lecture were equally 

kind to us.  If everything was as nice as it 

was last week in Austin, we would do a lot 

more lectures!

Nani and I also were delighted to receive a 

wonderful e-mail from Jim Caldwell 

concerning his use of the Impossible Knot 

rope effect that we discussed in the 

lecture.  We would love to hear your 

reaction to anything we talked about or 

showed. I wish our time could have been a 

couple of hours longer.

In the lecture I told you, that the 

international availability of the Internet 

is going to revolutionize the art of 

magic.

You may ask, how will the Internet thing 

cause this revolution? A primary reason is 

that video, now available throughout the 

world on the Internet, are really perfect for 

magic instructions. Our tests have shown 
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Mark Wilson Magic University: (Cont. from page 9)

Visit the Magic University Website

gregwilson@magiciansmagictricks.com

Looking forward to meeting you online at:

MarkWilsonMagicUniversity.com 

Happy Magic!

Mark Wilson

Wow, if my “Mark Wilson’s Complete 

Course in Magic” book could have had 

moving pictures instead of drawings, it 

could have been even more successful 

(publication now is about 850,000 copies in 

six languages). video, which will be added and we are 

shooting new videos soon).
So we have founded the Mark Wilson 

Magic University.  Our goal is to teach the 

finest, most complete magic instructions 

ever available in the history of the world.  

The Internet makes that possible now!  And 

there is a lot more than just instructions. It 

is actually an online campus, and the 

student body can interact like they are in a 

club.  Each student can have their own 

profile, with a gallery, blog, and more.  

There are forums, newsletters, links to your 

Facebook account, and more to come. 

Rather than go into detail here, just take a 

look at the site!

that magic instruction can be learned from 

Internet video in only 10% of the time it 

takes to learn the very same instruction 

from printed pages! 

www.markwilsonmagicuniversity.com

When the Magic University comes up on 

your computer, please watch the videos on 

the home page.  They explain all about the 

site and the club.  Then take a look at the 

Magic Catalog, where you will see a full 

demonstration of the effects of some 80 

tricks, not the secrets, with more tricks 

being added all the time.  (We have over 

200 magic instructions now produced on

Join the site, the basic club membership 

is FREE!  With that membership you can 

read the forums and more. There is an 

intermediate step, where you can Join the 

Campus, and actually be able to contribute 

and interact with other members.  There is 

also the fully featured, University Member, 

which really is the best way to go.  It is all 

described on the site, with details about all 

the features of each type of membership.

After you look at and join the new Magic 

University web site, please let us know 

what you think.  You can send us an email 

on the site itself, with Magic Mail.  Or you 

can contact us through our son Greg 

Wilson, at his email below.  If you have any 

thoughts or experience any bumps, please 

let us know, by emailing Greg at:
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Assembly 206 January Meeting Report: (Continued from p. 4)

Hull introduces Mark Wilson and Nani Darnel

Convention Update:                                           Hull Youngblood

THE GENERALS :

(Continued on p.14)

Mark saluted Nani as “the lady who has 

participated in more different illusions 

than anyone else.” He closed the lecture 

with a video montage of Nani Darnell in 

an assortment of effects.

During the intermission and after the 

tumultuous standing ovation at the end, 

Mark signed copies of his classic book, 

while Nani sold DVDs ranging from 

lectures to their old TV shows to tricks 

such as the Color Changing Knives.

Welcome to the first monthly report on the 

planning for TAOM 2010.  The convention 

is only about 200 days away, so it is time to 

get up to speed on what has been put in 

place and what is needed.  

Contact any of the four Generals who are 

responsible for the planning and production 

of the convention:

Carl Seagren –  “Facilities Director” – 

planning and creation of all the theaters, 

rooms and spaces. 

(magicarl@sbcglobal.net)

J.D. Stewart – “Program Director” – 

production and supervision of the shows, 

lectures, and contests. (jd@jd-

stewart.com)

strong that it must be the closing of a show. 

It even fooled Churchill in World War II! It 

uses a borrowed, shuffled deck.

Mark is moving into the 21st century with 

markwilsonmagicuniversity.com, which 

sends members 3 new tricks each week 

and provides on-line instructional videos for 

each. Mark showed one sample from the 

site, the Comedy Cut and Restored Rope.

Mark explained the inherent problem of 

trying to patent a magic trick: The patent 

itself reveals the trick to the public.
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Feature Article by: Kent Cummins

THE MAGIC WON'T WORK IF YOU DON'T BELIEVE!

The Magic of Believing

and are the basis for most of the 

motivational texts available. In fact, Bristol 

uses the phrase, "law of attraction" (page 

54) which is cited by today's motivational 

authors.

Bristol first published his book in 1948, 

when I was 5 years old. Across from the 

title page is this quote:

"If thou canst believe, all things are 

possible to him that believeth." Mark 9:23. 

I first heard of The Magic of Believing, by 

Claude M. Bristol, when I read an article 

many years ago about Phyllis Diller, who 

said that this book had changed her life. It 

was probably one of those personality 

pieces in Parade magazine, and I probably 

still have the article somewhere in the 

stacks of paperwork that I have been 

saving for the past 67 years (although they 

may be composting by now).  Now that I'm 

officially "retired," maybe I will be able to 

get them organized again. Or maybe 

Margot and I will move to Catalina instead.

But I digress. (Hull says that I always 

provide too much context for everything. 

We discussed this at Chinatown restaurant 

on Greystone.....)

As I said, the basic concept is not new. In 

fact, it's the same "secret" that has 

recently been popularized by my friend 

and Assembly 206 member Joe Vitale.

Our assembly has become one of the 

biggest and best magic clubs in the world. 

How? By people BELIEVING that we 

could.

Opie Houston saw a dying assembly with 

only nine paid members...but he 

I immediately went out and found a new 

1969 paperback edition, and read it. 

(Hull...in 1994, I finally bought a hardbound 

edition, Eleventh Printing, September 

1950, for $3.95 at the Travis County Adult 

Literacy Council BookFest '94 at The 

Arboretum.)

I agreed with the ideas espoused by 

Bristol, but I felt that I was already steeped 

in The Power of Positive Thinking, from a 

book by Norman Vincent Peale that my 

dad gave me when I was still living at 

home. The concepts are much the same, 

WHAT DOES THIS HAVE TO DO WITH 

SAM ASSEMBLY 206?
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Feature Article: (Continued from p.10)

Paperback

Book Cover

Now THAT's MAGIC!  -   Kent Cummins

Founder & Board Chairman

The Kent Cummins Magic Camp
*a 501(c)(3) nonprofit Texas corporation*

Many people mentioned to me that they 

were overwhelmed that we had Mark & 

Nani Wilson giving a customized lecture 

just for our assembly. THE Mark Wilson, 

and "The lovely Nani Darnell!" How did it 

happen? I went to their web site and sent 

them an email inviting them. Mark called 

back and we agreed on the date. You just 

have to believe!

And here's a teaser: Because Doc Seaton 

believes that we can do it, there will be The 

First Annual Texas Street Magic Festival in 

Austin, Texas, on Thursday, September 2, 

2010. Red River Street will be closed next 

to Esther's Follies, 

If you have trouble believing in a positive 

approach to life, you should probably read 

one of the books mentioned in this article. 

OR, you can support one of our members 

while getting the most up-to-date work on 

the subject. I highly recommend The 

Attractor Factor, by Dr Joe Vitale. As I 

write this, Amazon.com has 34 used 

paperback copies as low as $3.27, and 

the audiobook, new, for $19.79. Like 

Phyllis Diller, you might find that your 

entire life changes for the better.

believed that it could get bigger and better. 

His friend Ron Cartlidge also believed, and 

today we have well over 100 dues-paid 

members. It's not because Austin has more 

magicians than it did ten years ago...it's 

because people believed that it could 

happen.

Have you been to one of our magic 

contests? They are phenomenal, but they 

only exist because Stan and Hull believed 

in them. Do you go to the annual Austin 

Magic Auction? The only reason we still 

have one is that Ron Cartlidge believes in 

it.  Are you excited about the upcoming 

TAOM convention in Austin?  It's going to 

be awesome, but only because so many 

members believe that we can do 

something special.

and there will be food and drink booths, 

craft booths, and 4 stages with non-stop 

street magic. And juggling, and puppets, 

and clowns, and world-class champion 

balloon twisters, and of course some 

music. After all, Austin is "The Live Music 

AND MAGIC Capital of the World!"
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Convention Update: (Continued from p. 11)

WHAT IS NEEDED.

March IBM Ring 60 Lecture:  Keith Fields

Hello All,

5 - Techs – responsible for operating 

sound and lights,  music cues, radio 

contact, etc.

5 - Ushers/Supervisor– Be at the door, 

help with seating, avoid overcrowding in 

the room.

6 – Handlers – one for each of the close-

up performers, get them from room-to-

room on time.

WE NEED YOU NOW. On April 18, (the 

day after the Auction) we will produce a 

close-up show using two of the 

convention close-up rooms. It is a chance 

for us to rehearse this CRITICAL PART of 

the convention. Contact JD Stewart  

TODAY - (JD@JD-Stewart.com) – and 

let him know that you will be part of 

the “Close-up Crew”. 

Mike Collins – “Promotions Director” - 

planning and scheduling for publicity, 

convention program, etc. 

(magician@austin.rr.com)

Heater Poggi-Mannis – “Finance Director” 

– online and on-site registration, 

accounting, badges, etc. 

(hpmannis@hotmail.com)

Our next lecture is scheduled for 

Wednesday, March 17th at 7pm.  The 

lecture will be held at the IHOP on Mopac 

at Bee Caves Road. Get there early for 

dinner. 

Keith sent the link below; please take a 

look at it: www.keithfields.com

Thanks,  Robert Castillo, Lecture 

Chairman

If there is a specific part of the convention 

you want to participate in, contact them 

and let them know!

The Close-up rooms and shows will be 

some of the best EVER produced at ANY 

Convention. But to make them really work, 

WE NEED YOUR HELP:

We have 5 close-up rooms with 50 seats 

each, and we need 3 volunteers for each 

room. We NEED VOLUNTEERS FOR THE 

FOLLOWING JOBS – Be part of the 

“CLOSE-UP CREW”:

We look forward to seeing everyone.

5 - Hosts – welcome guests, introduce 

performers, and handle the trivia contest 

during delays.
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